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Every child counts, and every child can learn.
And the whole crux of reform is account-
ability. And when we measure and find suc-
cess, we’ll praise it. But by measuring, you
also—one can also detect failure, and that
becomes the catalyst for reforms at the local
level. We’re going to make good progress on
education.

And finally, I believe we’re making
progress in Washington about changing the
culture up here. There is now a—people are
beginning to be able to debate in a respectful
tone. The country isn’t interested in the old
style—at least, the politics of the past, where
the person who screamed the loudest or had
the cutest sound byte was the one that ap-
peared to be the most effective. The country
wants there to be a level of respect in our
debate. And this is an administration that is
working hard to provide that.

We’re not always going to agree, but we’ll
agree to be—we’ll disagree in an agreeable
way, in a way that brings pride to the system.
There is also becoming a culture of accom-
plishment in Washington. Things are getting
done. I signed some legislation that had been
incredibly onerous for small businesses and
large business, alike. When the Congress
moved quickly to get rid of an ergonomics
regulation that just—the cost far outweighed
the benefits. It would have been harmful to
the private sector. It would have been harm-
ful to those who want to employ people. And
they got the people’s work done quickly and
got it through.

Slowly, but surely, we’re beginning to get
people to focus on results. You see, I know
there’s a time for politics, and there’s a time
for policy, and now is the time for good pub-
lic policy on behalf of the citizenry of the
country.

And finally, I hope we’ll be able to start
a culture of responsibility, that all of us in
this country must be responsible for the com-
munities in which we live. I see Barksdale
sitting over here. He is a person who sent
a clear signal about what it means to be a
responsible citizen by supporting public edu-
cation, and I know many of you all in the
audience feel the same way.

But responsibility is not only sharing the
wealth that has been generated in important
programs, but it’s also being responsible as

a mom or a dad; responsible for activities that
say to a child, ‘‘Somebody loves you;’’ respon-
sible for encouraging mentoring programs in
your companies or in your neighborhoods or
in your churches or synagogues or mosques.
And we’re making good progress in the coun-
try. And the reason why is, because this is
a fabulous country, that’s why. This is a coun-
try that has got great heart, great spirit, great
vision, and great compassion. And I’m proud
to be the President.

God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Lezlee Westine, Deputy Assistant
to the President and Director of Public Liaison;
Sandy Kress, Senior Education Adviser, Domestic
Policy Council; and Jim Barksdale, partner, The
Barksdale Group, and former president and chief
executive officer, Netscape Communications
Corp. The President also referred to R&D credit,
the research and development tax credit.
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By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In 2001, an estimated 1.2 million new

cases of cancer will occur, and more than
half a million individuals will die from the
disease. Standing alone, the figures are dis-
couraging. However, a recent decline in the
rates of new cases, as well as cancer-related
deaths, offers us hope. The 5-year survival
rate has improved for all cancers, and 8.9
million Americans are cancer survivors.

Thirty years of investment in the National
Cancer Program following the National Can-
cer Act of 1971 have accelerated the pace
of cancer research. The investment in re-
search has yielded great dividends in the
areas of cancer prevention, early detection,
better treatments, and improved quality of
life for people with cancer. These advances
are remarkable, but much remains to be
done.

Healthy behavior can greatly reduce the
risk of cancer. About 45 million Americans
have already quit smoking, but this most
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preventable cause of cancer continues to
damage public health. Tobacco use causes
nearly all cases of lung cancer and more than
one-third of all cancer deaths. Children can
become addicted to tobacco in a very short
time, placing a serious responsibility on
adults to help young people stop smoking,
or ideally, never start.

Other weapons remain formidable in the
fight against cancer. Since 1991, the 5 A Day
for Better Health program has spread the
message that eating five or more servings of
fruits and vegetables daily can improve
health and prevent disease. Over the past 15
years, increasing numbers of women have
been screened for breast cancer. Continued
emphasis on screening for cancer, including
colon cancer, can play a vital role in saving
countless lives. Clinical trials of new drugs
may reveal which ones are most effective in
treating cancer. The Cancer Information
Service, a free public service of the National
Cancer Institute (NCI) and the National In-
stitutes of Health, operates as a national re-
source for information about cancer. Ameri-
cans may contact the organization at 1–800–
4–CANCER or visit its Internet address at
http://www.cancer.gov.

Cancer takes a terrible toll on our country.
I encourage all Americans to make healthy
choices in their personal behaviors. To-
gether, we can help stop cancer and improve
the odds of survival for people of all ages.

In 1938, the Congress of the United States
passed a joint resolution (52 Stat. 148; 36
U.S.C. 103) requesting the President to issue
an annual proclamation declaring April as
‘‘Cancer Control Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 2001 as
Cancer Control Month. By reaffirming the
importance of controlling cancer, concerned
citizens, government agencies, private indus-
try, nonprofit organizations, and other inter-
ested groups can work toward the day when
this devastating condition is finally eradi-
cated.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of March,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,

and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:40 a.m., March 28, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 29.

Proclamation 7419—National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, 2001
March 28, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every child deserves to live in a safe, per-

manent, and caring family. Regrettably,
abuse and neglect continue to threaten the
well-being of many young Americans. Each
year, more than 800,000 confirmed incidents
of maltreatment of children and more than
1,000 abuse-related child fatalities plague our
country. We can, and must, do more to fight
these tragedies and to protect our children
from harm.

Prevention remains the best defense for
our children. State Community-Based Fam-
ily Resource and Support programs sponsor
activities promoting public awareness about
child abuse and information on how to stop
it. Additional initiatives offer education and
training to mothers, fathers, and other care-
takers. Collaboration among schools, govern-
ment agencies, faith-based organizations,
businesses, community groups, and law en-
forcement play an important role in helping
such efforts to succeed.

During the month of April, let our Nation
and her people reaffirm the commitment to
making a positive difference in ending child
abuse and neglect. Each individual needs to
help. Organize or join a community group
that offers information or assistance to par-
ents and families. Be vigilant for signs of
abuse exhibited by young people in your
community. Encourage trust in and support
for law enforcement agencies. By speaking
out against child abuse and neglect and culti-
vating an environment that nurtures and


